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T'M LIKE 
A POLE. 













I CAN'T MOVE 
FORWARD OR 
BACKWARD. 








sathe heavens 
don't wish for 
you to Fight 
anymore? 





Nijou 











The Kyoto 
Shoshidai on 
the north, 





TO THINK ne 
THAT YOU'RE d Ze 3 ‘ i ! was confined 
AN AQUAINTANCE # ; hm toa cell. 


OF MUSASHI'S, 
KOETSU. 


THAT SURE 


ME. 


IT HEARD 
THAT A FRIEND 
OF MINE WAS: 
IMPRISONED 


IN 
OTHER WORDS, 
IT WASN'T 
RECOGNIZED 
AS AN OFFICIAL 
DUEL. 


THAT 
IS WHY T 
ORDERED 
MUSASHI 
IMPRISONED. 











T'M SURE 
YOU ARE AWARE 
OF THE DUEL WITH 
THE YOSHIOKA AT 
THE DROOPING PINE 
THERE OF ICHIIOII... 
WASN'T 
A LETTER OF 
CHALLENGE 
OR ANY 
WITNESSES. 

















HE IS GUILTY 
OF ANYTHING, 
IT IS THAT HE'S 
TOO STRONG. 


CHOICE BUT TO 
KILL THEM ALL, 
AS HE HAD TO 
FIGHT AGAINST 
SEVENTY MEN 
BY HIMSELF. 


WORRY NOT, 
KOETSU. 
WE WON'T 
TREAT HIM 
BADLY. 





IT's ae 


FOR HIM TO 
STAY HERE 
FOR A WHILE, 
AT LEAST TO 
HEAL HIS 


THERE ARE 
MANY INQUIRIES 
FROM VARIOUS 
DOMAINS ABOUT 

HIS STATUS. 


I 
RECEIVED 
A SIMILAR 


Irs 
BEST THAT 
MUSASHI STAY 
IMPRISONED HERE 
FOR A WHILE, 
TOO... 


IF HE 
STAYS IN 
‘THE CAPITAL, 
THOSE WHO HAVE 
CONNECTIONS WITH 
THE RELATIVES 
OF THE YOSHIOKA 


CLAN MAY COME 
MUSASHI IS 


ALSO NOW THE 
TARGET OF EVERY 
MARTIAL ARTIST OUT 
TO MAKE A NAME FOR 
THEMSELVES. 


PEOPLE 
STARTED TO 
TALK ABOLIT 

MUSASHI 

LATELY. 


INVITATIONS 
TO SERVE AS 
A SAMURAI 





I GUESS 
IT'S NORMAL 
FOR A SWORDSMAN 
TO KEEP A FEROCIOUS 
TIGER CLOSEBY WHEN 
HE FINDS ONE. 


DID YOu 
SEE THE 
BODIES AT 
ICHIJOJI, 
KOETSU? 


FROM 
WHAT I HAVE 
SEEN, THAT 
COULDN'T HAVE 
BEEN DONE 
BY... 


MOST 
OF THE 
BODIES WERE 
SLAIN WITH 
A SINGLE 
STROKE. 


THE WORLD 
IS STILL FAR 
FROM OBTAINING 
PEACE... 


«NOT EVEN 
THE SHOGUN'S 
INSTRUCTORS, 
THE YAGYU OR 

ONO, COULD 

HAVE DONE 

THAT. 























BE 


GRATEFUL 
TO THE MAN 
WHO GAVE 








+FROM 
FALLING INTO 
THE BOTTOMLESS 
ABYSS WHERE 
NO LIGHT 
PREVAILS. 











f 4 bottomless 
Hh abyss... 


| AS IF 
YOU'VE BEEN 
THERE! 


WAS ONE 
HECK OF 
A SCOLDING, 
HUH, OTSU? 


cut tT our, 
JOTARO. 

THIS TIME YOU 

WON'T GET OFF 


























SCOLDING? 








IT 
HAPPENED 
AFTER YOU 

WERE TAKEN 
AWAY. 


WHAT DID 
TAKEZO 00 
WRONG!? 


OFFICIAL, 
APTER ALL. 


tue 
WERE LLICKY 
TO GET AWAY 
WITH JUST A 
LECTURE. 








REGARDLESS 
OF YOU BEING 
A PRISONER, 





ALLOW US TO 
TALK TO YOU, 
TOO. 








WERE IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
OUR TALK 










DON'T YOU 
THINK IT'S TIME 
FOR YOU TO LIVE A 
DIFFERENT LIFE, 
MUSASHI?: 








EXAMPLE, 
A LIFE WITH 





ARE YOU 
HAPPY? 


YOU HATE 
THE SWORD, 
AFTER ALL. 


CAN'T SWING 
HIS SWORD 
ANYMORE. 


ONE OF 
YOUR DREAMS 
CAME TRUE. 


T’M SURE 
MASTER WILL 
LIVE WITH YOU 
NOW THAT HE 
CAN'T SWING 

HIS SWORD. 


But 
WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN TO 

ME? 





MASTER WILL 
BE DEFINITELY 
PRACTICING 
SOMEWHERE. 


That's 
for the 


AND 
THEN I'LL 
SWING MY 

WOODEN 
‘SWORD! 


LOST MY 
TEACHER! 





THAT WE'D 
BECOME STRONG 
TOGETHER! 








WELCOME HIM 
AS A SWORD 
MASTER. 














rT 
WONDER IF 
YOUR JOURNEY 
HAS COME 
TO AN END, 
MUSASHI 
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“LIVE BY 
THE 
SWORD*-- 


THE EVER 


WILL 
continue CHANGING 


TO CHANGE 


IF GIVEN 
ANOTHER KIND \ 
OF MEANING 
SUCH AS TO 
BE ABLE TO 















































HUMMING 
AWAY 
UNCON- 
CERNEDL! 

THESE 


FEW DAYS 


YOU WERE. 
GOING 


HUMM 
HUUMMM 








EVEN YOU 
WOULDN'T 
UNDERSTAND 
HOW I FEEL 








ISN'T IT 
TIME YOU LIVE 
A DIFFERENT 
WAY, MUSASHI? 


TOGETHER 
WITH OTSUL, 
FOR INSTANCE-- 








SO THIS MAKES 
IT THE SECOND 
TIME YOU'VE 
BEEN TAKEN 
PRISONER, HUH. 















PEOPLE ARE 
EVEN STARTING 


\ TO HEAR THE 
VOICE THAT 
IS PEERLESS. 


NOW YOU'RE 


oe, 
as 


ee wg I SUGGEST 


om 


a 





IF YOU TELL 
HIM HE'LL OUST 


ENO uP 
RUNNING AWAY, 


ANDO | FEEL 
THE SAME WAY 
ALITTLE SO 


SO OON'T 
TELL 


TAKESHAN 


IF SOMEONE 
DOESN'T TELL HIM 
THEN HE WON'T 
EVER UNDERSTAND} 
OTSUU-SAN'S £ 
FEELINGS. 


HE PROBAGLY 
ISN'T LOOKING 
FOR A QUITE 
LIFE FOR 
wii 
HE PROBABLY ty 
THINKS, 
"IF | WERE TO DO 
THAT SOME PART 
OF ME WOLILO DIE.” 





THEN EVEN IF, 
SAY, WE WERE TO 
BE SEPARATED... 


aj THINGS ARE GOOD 


THE WAY THEY 
ARE NOW. 


THINGS ARE 
OK THE 
WAY THEY 
ARE NOW. 


IF TELLING HIM 
MY FEELINGS 
MEANT THAT THE 
CONNECTION 
BETWEEN US NOW 
MIGHT FALL APACT 
THEN... 


EVEN IF IT 
MEANS GETTING 
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1) 
YAGYUU 
MUNENORI 












SWORDMANSHIP 
COACH TO 
THE TOKUGAWA 
MAIN HOUSE... 





HE'S THE FIFTH 
SON OF THE 
FATHER OF 

THE YAGYUU, 









«O0ON'T YOU 
TRY SERVING 

UNDER MUNENORI 
ANDO MAYBE 







LEARN A LITTLE 
BIT ABOUT 
THE WORLOP 









PERHAPS IN 
PREPARATION 
AOVISOR AND FOR THE OAY 
TRAVEL FOR A WHEN YOU 
FOREIGN LAND YOURSELF. 
SOMEWHERE 














ErKxop< 
—nozmzcS 


YAGYUUL 
MUNENORI 


IF THIS FEELING 
1S THAT OF 
SELF-OBSESSION... 





se THEN THAT 
FIRE 


HAS NOT 
BURNED OUT 
YET... 





IT'S CALM, 


YOU HAVE 



































BUT IT'S BEEN 
CUT OFF FROM 
ME ENOUGH 
THAT | CAN 


EVEN SEE 
SEE IT 
FROM HERE. 


IS THIS 
REALLY 
OKAyP 


ARE YOU 
SATISFIEOP 





| you Have 
| “GROWN. 


2 A SWORD IS 
SOMETHING 
TO BE 


SHEATHED. 


IT Stays 
OUT ALL 
THE TIME 


STORE ITSELF 
IT WILL ONE 
DAY 
| CeeTAINLy 





+wENO UP. 
HURTING YOU. 








THE FATHER 


OF THE 
YAGYUU SAID 
SOMETHING 
ONCE. 


SO WHY 
WOULD YOU 
BET YOUR 
LIFE ON SUCH 
A THING? 


A SIMPLE 
QUESTION AS: 
A PERSON... 





JUST 


KIDDING. 


IF YOU HAVE 


YOU NEEON'T 
EVEN ORAW 
your Sworo. 


THAT'S 
WHAT | 
WAS TAUGHT. 


YOU ARE 









HOW TO GO WITHOUT 
EVER DRAWING 
OUR BLADE. 


THAT IS WHY WE 
6RiP OUR SWORDS: 
AS THOUGH MAD. 


MUSASHI 





HAVE YOU 
REACHED 
THAT POINT 
YETP 





THAT FRONTIER... 





AND SET 
your 
LEGS 

IN FIRM, 

















whS A 
SAMURAI 
OEVOTE 

YOURSELF 
TOA 
MASTER, 























MAKE A 
PLACE 
TO RETURN 
HOME TO. 





KOJIRO- 
SAN!! 


















APART FROM 
SWOROMANSHIP, 
00 YOU NOT 
HAVE ANY HOBBIES 
BESIDES PETTING 
WITH YOLING 
LAOIES!! 





HE RAN 
OFF 






SOME- 
WHERE! 








SWORDS: 







FOR 
KOJIRO-SAN, 
WHO CANNOT 
HEAR NOR 
SPEAK, 









THOSE TWO 
THINGS 
MIGHT JUST 
BE THE ONLY 
CHANCES HE HAS 
TO SHARE 
HIS FEELINGS 
WITH OTHER 
PEOPLE. 














ONLY THAT 
BOY TAKES ALL 
THINGS WE TRY 
TO HIOE AND 
LETS THEM 
ALL HANG OUT. 













IT's 
PRETTY RARE 
TO SEE 
YOU GET 
SO WORKED 
ue... 


IT'S TRUE 
THAT RIGHT 
NOW HE'S 

LIKE A BARE 
Sword. 


HE NEEDS 
A SHEATH. 





WHA? IF IT'S 
ABOUT 
SHARPENING 
HIS SWORD 
I'VE AL@EADY 
OECLINEO 
A NUMBER OF 


KOUETSU- 


WELL THIS 
TIME HE'S... 
SOMEONE FROM 
OKURA HAS 

















| HAVE 
TRAVELED BY NeuPe cng 
GAKUPE, CHIEF 
FOOT ALL THE 
RETAINER OF 
way TO KYOTO. 
THE OKURA 
WILL YOU STILL HOSOKAWA, 
SAY YOU WILL : 
NOT POLISH 
MY SWORD, 







KOUETSU-DONOP 








THIS SWORD 
SHOULD 
NOT BE 
LACKING... 
WHAT 0O. 
you SAyP 


NOT THAT 
ees IT'S LACKING 
MY SKILL 


sO IT'S MORE 
YOU'RE LIKE THAT 
SAYING o 



















IF THAT IS. 
YOUR CONCERN 
THEN OO NOT 
worry AS SOME- 
TIME IN THE NOT 
TOO DISTANT FUTURE 
| PLAN ON PASSING 
THE SWORD ON 
TO SOMEONE 














WHOSE 
SKILLS ARE 
INCOM- 
PARAGLE... 









| HAVE MY 








IF ITS. EYE ONA 
YOUR WISH PARTICULAR 
WE MIGHT SWORDSMAN. 
6O ANDO 


SEE HIM. 
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MAKE A 
PLACE 
TO RETURN 
HOME TO, 
MUSASHI. 



























































1 CAN'T TELL 
WHAT'S GOING 
‘ON WITH 
My BODY 














HUH, WHAT 
‘ARE YOU 


‘OOING, 
musastiP 


















































WITH THESE 
BANDAGES ON 
SO TIGHT | 
COULON'T EVEN 


\: My BODY. 

















WOULD YOU 
MINO PICKING: 
ME WP A 
STICK ABOUT 
THIS LONG? 











THIS: 
WOULD MAKE 
FOR GOOD 
TRAINING. 





YOU CAN‘T CUT 


SOMEONE WITH A STICK. WITHOUT GETTING 
RIO OF THE SELF.. 
























































4 I HEY, 
DL I ARS ARE YOU 
ay | ALRIGHT? 






































YOU'RE i 
JUST COVERED 
IN WOLINDS, 
MUSASHI. 


YOU ae | 


UP HAVING TO 
CUT DOWN 


SOMETHING? 





A QUESTION 
FOR YOU, 


MUSASHI. 


WE'RE JUST A 
BUNCH OF PEOPLE 
WHO WILLINGLY, 
GLAOLY CHOSE TO. 
LIVE OUR LIVES. 
BY THE SWORD. 


LIke ANY = WHAT A 
OF US WOULO FIGHT IS. 
CARE IF WE = 
WERE CLIT 
OOWN. 


















































SS, | QUT AT YOUIe 
SU, : veRy CORE YOU 


S| CERTAINLY KNEW 
THAT IT IS NEVER 














REGARDLESS (j RIGHT TO TAKE 
OF THE y A PERSON'S 
PERSON ae 














WHO WON 
ieHT? 
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IT 


WEIGHS 
DOWN ON 
ME WITH THE 
WEIGHT OF 


| GUESS 
IT MEANS THAT 
THE FIGHT IS 
STILL GOING. 





THEY'VE 
ALL BEEN 
ASSOLVED. 


ONLY 
FOR ME 
DOES THE 
FIGHT 
CONTINUE. 





SO WHICH 
ONE OF 
US WON? 


THERE 
IS NO 
WINNER. 


OR IS 
THAT NOT 
ITP 


WEIGHS SO 
HEAVILY ON 
YOU 1S THE 
CLEAREST 
PROOF OF 
THAT. 





T 
H 
= 
cs 
€ 
I 
s 
N 
fe} 
WwW 
0 
N 
N 
= 
Re 

























A NEEO TO 
i DUST GET 
ToeetHee /|- 

aLeeaoy. [| | 





WHATPY 


QUST WHAT 
00 YOU THINK 


WHAT IS 
oTsu 
TO YOu? 


















BUILO A 
PLACE RETURN 
HOME TO. 














WHAT, 





IF ITS A 








PLACE TO i YOU WANT 
"RETUEN® TO MAKE ME QUIT 
| ALREADY SWORDSIAN 
HAVE ONE. | f THAT 
| BAOLy? 
f 
if 
BUILO A 
PLACE TO 
‘4g RETURN 
THAT'S HOME TO? 


IOICL- 
LIOUS ——— 








| GUESS 


THeee was © 
THAT WAY OF 











WHETHER | a IN yy Theses a 
THERE IS Pr INDERSTAND 


SALVATION : , EITHER. 


\ ESPECIALLY 


‘MEN WHO KILL 
EACH OTHER. 


CONFUSING ; : ‘ : : @ WHAT ARE 
DARKNESS ; : ; HUMANS 
” : : HERE FOR... 





COM- 
MITTING 
WRONGS 


THAT 
SELF- 
CENTERED- 
NESS 
IN ME 
TOO... 


WHENEVER 
IT WOULO LIFT 
ITS UGLY HEAD 
1 WOULD START 
TO FEEL THAT 
THERE WAS NO. 
POINT TO THE 

PATH | HAO 

WALKED... 





1O10T! 




















at 


a ASSUMING 


YOU ACTUALLY 
LIVEO THROUGH 
your 70 TO 1 
Wy THIS WAS FIGHT AT 
THE CONVER- ICHIJOUII 
SATION | PASS, 
WANTED TO 
HAVE WITH 
you, 





BEEN E 
HEARING 

THIS VOICE 

RECENTLY 











HE IS 
TECHNICALLY 
A PRISONER 


A VOICE... 













































































NOW ANDO IN 
THE FUTURE 


ACCORDING 
TO THE HEAVENS 
OUR LIVES 
HAVE BOTH BEEN 
DECIDED 
PERFECTLY... 


ACCORDING 
TO IT... 





+ + aw LVOFOIWeEWI> LaWW - 


























PUTTING 
HIS ENTICE 
BODY WEIGHT 
g ON THE POINT 
J OF THIS LITTLE 
TE... 











TO THINK 
THAT IN COMING 
TO KYOTO FOR 


THAT A MAJOR 
THE FleST 
EVENT IN MY TIME WITH MY 
LIFE WOULD MASTE® 
BE WAITING - 


FOR ME 






A SCARY 
THING... 


ASSUMP- \ 
TIONS AGE id 


SASAKI 
KOJIRO-DONO! 


Cary 


IN HEARING 
OF A DEAF 
SWORDSMAN 
| THOUGHT YOU 
TO BE MUCH 





POCKETMOFO 














VAOG@A BOND 


2 CSIR MNCONTO 








ENTIRELY 
DECIDED 





THAT'S 


STUPIO, }° 


REALLY NOT 
THE CASE AT 
ALLY 


$0 YOU'D 
THINK, RIGHT? 












SO IF YOU'RE 
THE WAY OF THE 
SWORD ANO | AM 
THE WAY OF THE 
BUODHA... 






































JOURNEY 
TO FINO THE 
ANSWER TO 


Isa 
TRIP WHERE 
YOU ARE SHOWN 
THE VISAGE OF 
"MAN* THAT YOU 
DO NOT WANT fi 


JUST HOW Ga 
1D YOU MANAGE == 
TO PUT THAT KIND 
OF WEIGHT BEHIND 

THAT LITTLE 

Ti 


ON-GOR —RPOPO 
A 





MAJOR 


EVENTS 





OGAWA IS 
THE FINEST 
EXAMPLE OF A 
MARTIAL ARTIST 
1 HAVE MET, 
KOUETSU- 





By MY 
ESTIMATION 
HE'O EVEN BE 








OH, EVEN GETTER THAN 
|W] ereater THAN THE MOST 
| RECENT SWORD 
INSTRUCTOR LIE 
HOUSE'S SWORD | MOGOSHIROU. 





















INSTRUCTOR 























KOUETSU- 
DONO. 


(‘VE BEEN 
THINKING THAT 
SINCE WE'VE 
TRAVELED ALL 
THE WAY TO 
KYOTO 





HAVE OGAWA 

FACE ONE OF - 2 

THE MANY FAMOUS: sis 
MARTIAL ARTISTS 





































LIKE 
MAYBE 
"MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI* 


















| GUESS 
HE'S BETTER 
CALLED THE 
"THE ONE LIN- 
PARALLELED 
UNDER THE 
HEAVENS* 























OF COURSE 
THAT INCLUDES: 
ME TOO. 


THAT SPIT 
WOULO THEN FLY 
BACK AT ME AND 


IN ORDER TO WIPE, 


THAT SPIT OFF 
ANO ESCAPE 


| WOULD 
RETURN TO 
MY JOURNEY 
TO FINO THE 
ANSWER OF 
MAN. 





YOU'RE 
TALKING 
ASOUT 


THE VISAGE eeces 


OF "MAN* THAT 


YOU OON'T 
WANT TO 
LOOK 
ATP 


THEN | 
WOULO THINK 
THERE WAS NO 
WAY I COLILO LEAO 

PEOPLE ANI 




















. y ANO THEN | 
i \ Why, . WAS FORCED 
Mali : TO LEARN... 









































LIVING WHILE 
IGNORING ONE'S 
CONNECTION TO 
HEAVEN RESULTS 

ONLY IN PAIN. 


IF THERE 
{S A POINT 


TO 
HAVING 
BEEN BORN 
THEN... 








IS BY 
HEAVEN 
PERFECTLY 
DECIDED 


«AND AT ONCE 
PERFECTLY FREE. 





AS LONG 
AS EVERY- 
THING IS LEFT 
up TO 
HEAVEN 





| FIGURED 

IT WOULD 
GET 

TRHOUGH 








SUFFERING 
RIGHT NOW, 





1 KNEW THAT RIGHT 
ABOUT NOW YOU'D 
BE EXPERIENCING THE 
KINO OF SUFFERING 
THAT NO INOIVIOUAL 
CAN UNDERSTAND. 


REGAROLESS 
OF WHETHE® YOU 
WON THE @ATTLE WITH 
THE 70 YOSHIOKA 
OR NOT... 

















EVENSO, *% 
YOU ARE STILL ¢ 
CONNECTED } 
WITH HEAVEN, / 
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BUT MUSASHI, 


00 YOU 
UNDERSTAND? 


EVEN SO, 
YOU ARE STILL 
CONNECTED 
WITH HEAVEN. 


AS LONG 
AS YOU WISH 
FOR THAT 
CONNECTION 



















| GUESS 
ALL THAT'S. 
LEFT IS. 
TO PRAY. 


PRAYER IS END", 
THE BEGINNING 
OF ALL THINGS. 













EVEN IF IT'S. WE CAN 
OUST TO "THE 
PATH I'VE TRAVELED! ALWAYS PRAY. 
THIS FAR* NO MATTER THE 
TIME OR 


SITUATION. 







BL POINT YOURSELF 


WHAT DO 
YOU PRAY TO, 
MUSASHIP 





I've 
TRAVELED 
SO FAR 


NO, TO 
SAY IT 
FURTHER 


MUSASHI, 
| GUESS YOU 
AGE YOU NO. 
MATTER WHERE, 
(cut you. 








. | GUESS 
‘, : °c Al IT'S ALMOST 
‘ j wa | TIME FOR 

Ea @ NIGHT, 























KNOW YOU 
CAN'T SEE THE 
STARS FROM 
HERE... 
; SO HOLD 
\ HEAVEN IN YOUR 
HM Heaet ano 
haa PRAY, 












































PLEASE 
FORGIVE 
ME FOR 
CLINGING TO 
SUCH AN 
IDEA. 


BECAUSE | 
OON'T HAVE ANY 


EXPERIENCES IN i 


FIGHTING WITH 
STICKS, 


ATWIG 
ANO A 
SWORD ARE 
\ DIFFERENT. 


NO, THEY 
ARE TOTALLY 
OIFFERENT. 


THE TRUTH OF 
MY OPPONENT'S 
SUPERIORITY IS 
BEING PRESSED 
ON ME-- 





TWIGS ANO 
SWORDS ARE 
OIFFERENT. 


'M NOT USED 
TO HANDLING 
A TWIG SO... 




















Tag ae Lod ye i ee! 


AND 
DURING 
TIMES LIKE 
THAT... 


THERE ARE 
TIMES WHEN MY 


{ SwoRO SWING 


SURPRISES 
EVEN ME... 













CENTER 
OF MY 
BODY 

GLOWS. 





LAUGHTER 
WELL LP 
IN ME... 









SO THAT 
"GLOWING* 


|S WHAT YOU 
CALL THE "HEAVEN® 
HELO IN OLI2 
HEARTS*?P 


ye 

















J 





"HEAVEN 
ANDO | ARE 
CONNECTED,“ 


| KINDA 
FEEL LIKE | 
UNDERSTAND 


CONNECTED 
FIRMLY WITH 
HEAVEN... 


My SWORD 
(IS FREE... 








AND 
INFINITE. 


TAKUAN. 


| QUST 


My BODY a “Slee o 


WANTS TO 


HEAL ITS 


NAM 
RS: 
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ALLL 010 ‘ 

| was COME TO Yai mM FAD MAet 
KYOTO WITH : NATION. 
MY MASTER 


«SO WHAT THE 
HELL AM | DOING? 


IN FRONT OF 


KNOWN AND 
SPOKEN OF 
GANRYUU 





4 GOOD 
MAN WHO 
SEEMS 
TOTALLY 
RELAXED, 


SASAKI 
KOUILO, 





YOU PROB- 
ABLY CAN'T 
HEAR ME... 





THOSE 
DAYS WERE 
ALL FOR 


EVERYONE HAS 
THAT MOMENT 
OF MOMENTS 
IN THEI 
LIFETIME, 
HOW MANY 
OF THEM 
REALIZE IT 
OURING THAT 


WOULD LOOK 


BACK ON 
THEIR OAYS WHEN 
OLD AND 
REALIZE IT 


I'VE GIVEN 
MOST OF MY 
LIFE TO THE 
Sworo. 





"'M GLAD 

| UNDER- 
STANO THAT 

MOMENT. 
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THEN IT IS OF NO 
MATTER TO ME. 


ZO <dtewo SrderO30 
wWEOUO S4> aw - = - 





[WILL STRIKE 
WITH MY SWORD. 












































JUST WHAT 
HAVE YOU EVEN 
LEARNED 
FROM HIM? 


‘UT OUPING 
PEACE TIME, 
ge 


HE'D 
A OEMON A gEAST-- 
WHO STEPPED 
INTO THE WORLO 
OF MAN. 


THAT GUY 
IS yOuR 
"TEACHER* 


IN A WAR, 


SOMEONE WHO 


CUTS DOWN 70 
MEN WOULO BE J 
A HERO. 





| GUESS 


REALLY IS 
A DEMON 
TOO. 


WHOA, 
YOU'RE 


UNLIKE IN 
SY WAR, MUSASHI'S. 
“, FIGHT WITH THE 
THAT'S WHAT | YOSHIOKA WAS 
OSHOU-SAMA| 9 OUST FOR HIS. 
SAIO. OWN BENEFIT. 


ISN'T 
THAT 
RIGHTP 


"HE WHO 
WOULO KILL 
70 MEN FOR 

HIS OWN EGO IS 
LESS THAN AN 
ANIMAL." 


sel WON'T 


FORIGVE YOU... 
GONNA DRAW TALKING LIKE 
your SWORD 3 


EVEN 
THOUGH 


WE ARE 
UNHARMED? 


ON US? 


YOU KNOW IT 
ALL... 
JUST WHAT DO 
YOU MONKS 
UNDERSTAND? 





you 


WHAT 
ARE YOU ¥ 
DOING? 


| WON'T 
FORGIVE YOU. 
TALKING ILL 
OF MY 





| SAIO, 
CUT IT OUT, 
YOU LITTLE 


- 
fe 





HIS NICKNAMES 
HAVEN'T CHANGED 


MUCH SINCE WE 
WERE KIOS... 


TO BE MORE 
LOVED BY THE 





WOULON'T 
BE ABLE 
TO STAND 
THAT. 





WHAT IS 
THAT SWEET 
SMELLP 





(WANT 
TO LIVE 
WITH HIM 


GONNA LIVE WITH 
YOU FROM NOW ON 
RIGHT, OTSULIP 


/» THE TWO 


OF us 













OF COURSE, 
TAKESHAN ANO- 
MY HAPPINESS: 
ARE OIFFERENT 













HAPPILY. 









ANO | OON'T 
WANT TO GET 
IN HIS WAY 











SO WHAT 
00 | WANT 
TO 00? 





| WANT 
TO DO 
SOMETING 


TO HELP 
TAKESHAN 
BE HAPPY. 





HE WILL 
LIVE ON 
CARRYING 
THE SUFFERING 2 
OF OVER 70 














HAPPINESS. 
iS DEFINITELY, 
OEFINITELY 
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MO—-FSO MTA TAPMZNMOZO OOMZAKANPO OTA 


d ee ‘ a te ew 
Sen). SUE TARE) aeses) 


(OR HATICE Oke 


J REGARDLESS 
OF WHAT 


1 WILL 
SWING MY 
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OGAWA!! 

















ee 2 
ue = = 


= 





OON'T TELL ME 
YOU WENT OFF 
PRACTICING BY 
YOURSELF WITHOUT 
SAYING YOUR 
RESPECTS TO 
KOUETSU-SAMA, 


THAT SORT 


OF EAGERNESS: 
'$ 6000 













eee 

a | a 
% CANNOT ¥ 
Q MOVE 2 
2 7 
ary ¥ 





1 
CANNOT 
LEAVE THIS. 

PLACE. 2 









& OONTGET & 

2? TOOCLOSE § 

2 — TOHIM, co 

MUSASHI * YOUNG LADY, 7 
CANNOT ESCAPE *, ? 


THE SPIRAL 4 of 
: or 


BB, 


2 
Py 


SOON ENOUSH 
. \ MUSASHI'S 2EPU- 
ANO THEN ‘ TATION AS THE 
THOSE WANTING 9’ STRONGEST WILL 
TO KILL MUSASHI BECOME WELL 
ANO RIDE THE G \ ;; ESTABLISHEO 
WAVE OF FAME 9 ” 
WILL APPEAR. 
= 


ANO THEY 
WILL COME 
CHALLENGING 
HIM WITH THEIR 
3 MANNERLESS: 
2, AND BARBARIC 
METHODS... 


MUSASHI 
ONCE OID 
TO US 


BACK THEN 





es 
> 
go 








HE 
DEFEATED 
OGAWA WITH 
JUST A 

STICE 


BY KOUIRO 


COULD you 


HE HAS 
NO PULSE. 








WAS THERE 
AN OLD LADY 
AROUND 
LIKE mer 


THE LOCAL 
INN HAS BEEN 
TAKING CARE 

OF HER... 





SHE'S MY 
MOTHER WHO 
GOT SEPARATED 
FROM ME 
DURING OUR 
JOURNEY. 





SHE WAS 
SHOUTING SO 
LOUOLY IN THE 

MIOOLE OF TRAFFIC 
SO THE VENDOR 
HAO LITTLE CHOICE 
BUT TO GIVE IN. 


THAT OLO 
LADY SAIO, 
"FOR MEDICINE 
COSTING THIS MUCH 
IT SURE DOESN'T 
wORK WORTH 
A OAMN 


WHAT ABOUT 
THAT LADY 
WE SAW THE 
ra OTHER DAy. 
ARGUING WITH 


ONE OF THOSE| 


stecet meol- ||." eee) SHE HAO 
CINE SELLERS | J. WHITE HAIG 
‘50 SHE 


‘$T009 
OUT... 


THAT'S 





00 YOU KNOW 
WHERE THAT 
OLD LADY MIGHT 
BE STAYING? 





SOMEWHERE 
IN ALL OF 
MY LIES. 


| SOMEHOW 
MANAGED 
TO LOSE 
TRACK OF 


THE TRUTH 














| CAN 
00 THINGS 


BY TAKING 
CARE OF THOSE 
THAT ARE IM- 
PORTANT TO 
ME... 
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